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Today we lit the fourth candle of our Advent Wreath that
helps us to focus on the concept of Love. Together we have
turned our attention to Hope, Peace, and last Sunday’s
message on Joy. Each of those has a very special meaning
during this time when we anticipate the Birth of Jesus.
Oh, I know he was already born centuries ago, so why do
we have to dwell on his birthday every year? The truth is,
Advent isn’t so much about a birthday as it is an
opportunity to draw our attention to the coming of Christ
and what that has meant to the world — and to you and me.
[ can’t quite picture Jesus sitting at a table surrounded by
angels, his parents, his siblings and his disciples waiting
for cake. Imagine how many candles he would have to
blow out. More than 2000! Trust me, Christmas is
nothing like that.

My understanding is that this is a time when God through
Jesus wants us to spend time directing our lives to the true
meaning of why God sent Jesus in the first place. Let me
begin with a passage of Scripture that all of us know by
heart. You could even repeat it with me if you wish. It’s
John 3:16. Do you want to say it with me? It goes like this:
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the



world to condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.” That’s the King James Version which
most of us are more familiar with. But whatever
translation you use or have, the message is the same.

It was when I sat down and began writing this message
that I was overwhelmed by the first line of that passage.
God so love the world that He gave. . . .” Do you get the
deep meaning of that one line. God loved and God gave. In
our world today, this is a very real and life-changing idea.
If we love, we give. Is that the reason you and I give unto
others — family, friends, strangers — because deep down we
have a feeling of love? Is that the reason you are giving
whatever gifts you have this year to someone? Because
you love that person? Perhaps the basis for that entire
concept is that when we do love, we want to give. And I
don’t only mean wrapped up gifts. There are many other
ways to show love by giving.

Let me share a story of one Christmas of my past. I was
pastoring the church Ballard that had called me here.
That position was also part-time, like this one at CCI. My
full-time job was as an Industrial Engineer at Boeing and
my work schedule was 6 am to 2:30 pm. I then drove to
the church and usually worked from about 3 until 9 pm.
Like many churches, the Advent and Christmas season
brought a good bit more work than usual, but something I
always loved.

On one night, Christmas was only a few days away, I was
busy getting ready for a special Christmas Eve service — one
that would begin at 11 PM and last until past midnight. The



lights in the chapel were blazing, the Christmas tree was
aglow, and the music was playing much too loud for just one
person to hear, but it was the way I liked it. The day was
winding down, and I was getting ready to go home. As I
turned the music off and began to walk near the door to the
sanctuary, I thought I heard voices on the front steps. When
I opened the door to see, there were two young people sitting
on the floor shivering from the cold.

I asked the young man and young woman to come inside
and tell me what was happening. Their story was both sad
and inspiring. They were from California and were trying to
make it to Alaska for Christmas. They had been offered jobs
on a salmon fishing vessel and were going up early for the
holidays and to spend time with other friends. Their car had
broken down and they had to abandon it. The boat they
were to take to Alaska was at the Ballard locks, but no one
would be there until the next day. The couple had seen the
lights from the church and heard the music, so they came to
sit by the door where it was warm.

Hearing the story, I knew how I could help. We drove to a
nearby motel and I rented a room for the night for them. I
had already taken food from the church fridge for them to
eat and had called a church member asking him to come to
the motel tomorrow and take the couple back to the Ballard
docks to catch their boat. As I was just about to get back
into my car, the young man came to me and gave me a hug.
The young woman was standing in the door of the room
smiling as I waved to her. And then came a beautiful
surprise for me. The young man said softly, “She’s pregnant
you know.” Then then both walked into the room.



Driving home, I could only think about Joseph and Mary as
they made their way to the barn when their child was born.
This was the child whose entire ministry was founded on
LOVE. Over and over, his message was about loving —
loving others, loving strangers, loving our neighbors, and
loving ourselves. Yes, he had been sent by God to sacrifice
his life for the forgiveness of our sins and to assure us of
an eternal life with him. That was his purpose. But the
message of his life was always love.

Feelings of love are absolutely important and we must
never lose those. One lesson we can learn from the Advent
Story though is that love can also be an action — not just
feeling something but doing something, by giving
something. Love is an act. Giving is the act of loving.
Advent begins with God’s doing something out of love for
His created world. We can actually begin the narrative of
the nativity birth of Jesus by John 3:16. God’s love for the
whole world was so immense that he took an incredible
action. He sent his son Jesus to save us.

Throughout the Scriptures there are more than 100
references to love, and each of them goes beyond the feeling
of love and focuses on doing something, on taking action
based on those feelings of love. “Love one another as I have
loved you” was a way for Jesus to tell his followers to do
love — care for the poor, widows, exiled, all those who need
acts of love, not only speak words. The story of Jesus’s
birth is without a doubt the strongest example of God
putting his love for us in action. Christmas is the evidence
of God’s love put into the action of giving. Pretty amazing,
isn’t it?



Another example of the Advent meaning of love might
center on the life of a man named Joseph. Here is one who
is mentioned only a tiny bit in Scripture, but one of my
favorite Bible characters. Following tradition, he was
promised in marriage to a young woman from his village.
[t’s important to understand that Joseph and Mary were
not strangers. Their families must have known each other
to have arranged their wedding. Even though their
marriage was arranged as a part of their tradition,
underlying all of that were feelings that led to a act of love.
When Joseph learned that this young woman he was
supposed to marry was pregnant and he wasn’t the father,
he was faced with a very difficult decision.

Joseph listened to the advice of an angel, risking his own
reputation, he followed through on his commitment to his
promised bride, Mary. He married her, refrained from any
physical relation with her until after the birth of Jesus.
Joseph put his deep love for God and Mary into action.
The Bible tells us that Mary and Joseph had other
children, and that he was a good father for Jesus. I believe
that in God’s plan for the salvation of the world, Joseph
held a very important role. He put his feelings of love into
acts of giving — he gave himself.

What about Mary? Here is a young woman in her teens,
living an ordinary life in a small village. Then one night an
angel came to visit and told her that she was going to get
pregnant as a virgin and that she would have a baby who
would be the Son of God. You get the connection — God so
loved the world that he gave his son. Can you imagine



what must have been going through her mind at that time?
Fear, anxiety, humility, uncertainty. It must have been so
overwhelming for her.

In spite of the complexities of her pregnancy, Mary took all
her feelings for God and her child-to-be and put them into
action. Traveling as a nine month mother-to-be to the
town of Bethlehem as the law required for a census. There
she found no warm and comfortable place to be, alone with
only her husband to help, she gave birth to God’s son,
Jesus. It was out of that devotion and amazing love that
she and Joseph took the baby Messiah to Egypt for his
safety, leaving family and community to honor her promise
to God that she would be a faithful mother and follower.
Yes, I'm sure that as she held that infant in her arms that
first night her heart was overflowing with the feeling of love,
and that is the source of her acts of love for the Child of
God. That love was lived in her actions until the time of
Jesus’s death and after.

Every Advent and Christmas season, the messages of the
fruits of the Spirit — Hope, Peace, Joy and Love have come
to mean more and more to me as a Christian. As I
meditated and looked for inspiration for a meaningful
message that I could give you, I was reminded again about
the importance of putting love into action. Out of love for
someone, we’re going to buy a gift, wrap it and place it
under a tree. Out of love, we’ll share a meal that was
prepared for us as a gift of love. Putting our love into
action, we’ll donate to the needy. A gift of love.



It is from your feelings of love that you reach out that hand
to others as you welcome them. It’s from that deep feeling
of love that you play the piano or play a saxophone or
accordion solo, or lead the music, or serve as candle lighter
or reader. This is love put into action as a gift that builds
this church of love. As Advent comes to a close next
Sunday with our Christmas Eve service, my prayer is that
we will give continue to others as we put our faith and love
into action. Be a giver.

May we have a love filled and Blessed Advent as we practice
giving in the name of Jesus.



